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*Abstract

While much research into psychopathy has focused on incarcerated male populations, there is recent evidence to suggest that there are ‘successful psychopaths’ who escape detection by the criminal justice system.  Working with a community sample, this research considers the role of affective processes in sustaining many of the features of psychopathy: their unusual neuro-cognitive profiles, capacity to manipulate others against the best interests of those others, harm-blindness in making decisions which would normatively invoke reasoning based on the suffering of others, and their inability to make compelling plans for the future in a way that overcomes temporal discounting.  A cascading constraints model of personality is offered using psychopathy as a case study with a very tentative view to targeting developmental windows of opportunity for possible remediation.

*About the Presenter

Doris McIlwain is a senior lecturer in psychology in the Department of Psychology, Macquarie University, member of the Centre for Agency Values and Ethics, and of the Centre for Elite Performance Expertise and Training. Her research interests span leader-follower relations, emotion, memory and movement always with an emphasis on personality differences.  She has written articles on the ‘dark triad’ (Machiavellians, narcissists and psychopaths) and a book on Charismatic New Religious Movements. She is currently writing up her research on the determinants of reflection and rumination, and the acquisition of expertise in yoga practitioners. 
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